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     As the incoming President of the MPAA for 2017-2018, I would 
like to thank all the members for their support and input. I would 
also like all members to mark their calendars and plan to attend 
these upcoming events, August 10th is the MPAA bid calling con-
test and the third weekend of February 2018 is the MPAA Win-
ter Conference. 
The MPAA bid calling contest is to be held at the state fair in Seda-
lia, MO., where a new champion will be chosen to represent the 
MPAA for 2017-2018 and enter the 2018 Nation Auctioneers As-
sociations International Auctioneers contest in Jacksonville, FL.   

The MPAA 2018 Winter Conference will be held in Kansas City, MO. Dates and location 
to be determined.  
I would like to remind our members of the benefits that are offered and should be taken 
advantage of.  These include belonging to an association that cares and promotes the busi-
ness you are in. The bid calling contest is a great place to support the MPAA and network 
with good friends in the auction industry and to see who will represent the MPAA for the 
upcoming year.  Our Winter conference offers a place where you can network with other 
auctioneers from across Missouri and neighboring states, learn from professional speakers 
in the auction industry, earn continuing education credits, keep up on governmental issues 
that might effect our industry, attend hall of fame inductions that touch your heart strings, 
meet new members, attend MPAA member meetings, preliminary bid calling contest, have 
fun, and all done in a family environment. We are also working to improve our webpage 
where all of our members can post their auctions, access information and register for up-
coming events. 
Your input and attendance at these events is what makes us stronger as an association. 
Thanks and feel free to contact myself or any of the board members for input or infor-
mation. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Jeff Pittman 
MPAA President 
816-262-8753 
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In just a little over a month (the first part of  March), the National Auctioneers As-
sociation will welcome more than 50 people from across the United States repre-
senting at least two dozen state auctioneer associations at the State Leadership Con-
ference.*  

 Hosting this conference is a highlight for those of  us who work at NAA 
Headquarters because we know that the people who attend this conference are rep-
resenting people who are not NAA members. This gives us the opportunity to hear 

different views from state leaders about what is happening all over the country.   

 This kind of  representation is what your state association is all about – whether it is representa-
tion of  your concerns and challenges to the NAA or to your state legislatures or to your potential cli-
ents.  NAA recognizes the importance of  your state association leadership and hopes that the pro-
grams that we offer during the State Leadership Conference help strengthen your associations. 

 With other organizations (such as the National Association of  Relators), membership in the 
state or local organizations requires you to be a member of  the national organization and vice versa.  
In the auction industry, we don’t have that kind of  requirement.  State associations are totally autono-
mous from the NAA.   

 Having said that, I think we all believe we can be stronger together if  we all are moving in the 
same direction.  Since being named Chief  Executive Officer almost nine years ago, I have been to 20 
state associations.  Some have been very small and some have been large, but all have one thing in 
common:  successful auction professionals who specialize in various assets that are absolutely passion-
ate about this industry and about the organizations in which they participate. 

 Often I am asked which state association is the best one that we work with?  And what makes 
them so good?  Honestly, this sounds like political mumbo jumbo but it is the truth – those that are 
good have highly engaged members and work hard to meet those needs and work hard to foster com-
munity. 

 NAA is no different.  We work hard to determine what your needs are and how to meet those 
needs and we work hard to foster community.  But your state association or the NAA can’t do it alone. 

 If  you are a member of  your state association, don’t just be a member – be an engaged mem-
ber.  Volunteer to run for the Board, be on a committee, write a letter for your magazine – or even to 
welcome people at your next event. 

 I hear people often talk about the NAA and their state association in a third voice – I can’t be-
lieve what the NAA is doing?  Did you hear that the MPAA is wanting to do XXXX?  The NAA is 
not the staff  at headquarters.  It is not the Board of  Directors.  The state association is not the Board 
of  Directors.  YOU the members are the state association; YOU the members are the NAA. 

 So please, don’t be a mailbox member.  Get involved.  See what is happening on your state lev-
el.  Give them your opinion.  Give them your talents.  After all, it is your organization. 

 

*Hannes sent this article to all the Directors in the first Quarter, 2017.  It’s content may be a little dated, 
but the message is awesome! 
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A huge “thank you” 
to MPAA Director 
Ed Warden for mak-
ing this happen! 

During Auctioneers 
Week, Missouri Gov-
ernor Eric R. Greit-
ens signed this proc-
lamation acknowl-
edging April 15th as 
"Auctioneers Day" in 
Missouri. 
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Highlights from the 2017 MPAA Winter Conference  

held at the Stoney Creek Lodge Hotel and Conference Center,              
Columbia, MO 
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Name: _____________________________________________________$ 75 ____ 

Business Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State: ________ Zip:  _________    

Business Telephone: _________________________  Cell: ____________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

License Number: _____________________  County:   _______________ Date: __________ 

MPAA AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP DUES—2017 

Auxiliary Dues—Name: ___________________________________________$ 5 ____ 

Information (if different than MPAA Member information): 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
  

Total   $ _______ 
 

Please mail membership renewal to: 
 

Missouri Professional Auctioneers Association 

c/o Diane Riley, Executive Director 

5403 St. Louis Rock Road 

Villa Ridge, MO  63089   

 

Or, you can go to our webpage www.moauctioneers.org and  renew your membership online! 

Membership Renewal Form 

                      A Special “Thanks” to the MPAA Auxiliary which  

donated $500.00 towards the Scholarship awards.   

          Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 

Thank 

You!! 
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  The MPAA Summer Get-Together 

and  

Bid Calling Championship  

August 10, 2017 at the Missouri 
State Fair, Sedalia, MO   

 

 

Plans are under way for the MPAA “Summer Get Together” on August 10th at 
the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia, MO. 

The finals for the MPAA Bid Calling Contest will be held on opening day of  the state fair, 
(August 10th ) in the Touchstone tent at the Missouri State Fair. There are seven finalists in the Bid Call-
ing Contest, so it’s sure to be another awesome event. 

August 10th is the first day of  the fair and having the “Summer Get Together” immediately after 
the contest would allow us to enjoy the finals for the MPAA Bid Calling Contest as well as a get togeth-
er with our fellow auctioneers, families, and friends.  Admission to the Missouri State Fair on opening 
day is only $4.00 for ages 13 and older and $2.00 for ages 6-12. 

The finals for the MPAA Bid Calling Contest will begin at 10:00 AM and conclude approximately 
at noon. Then all members are invited to join the contestants and their families for lunch (details com-
ing soon).  So, mark you calendars to attend!  More information will be presented in our next newsletter 
and be sure to check out the MPAA website at www.moauctioneers.org for additional information as it 
becomes available.  Hope to see you there!! 

7 Finalists (L-R) Kam Hartstack, Austin Kelly, Rocky Whiteside, Chad Shepard, Jeremy Garber, Toney Thornhill and 
Shannon McQuerrey.   
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Scholarship Contribution 

What a pleasure it is to contribute to the MPAA Scholarship program.  I would like to help further the education of our 
youth by giving the following monetary gift. 

  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________       

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________        

Or in Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Amount to be given to the Scholarship Fund:        $___________ 

  

The MPAA is a non profit organization 

Thank you to Eddie and Karen Pickett for establish-
ing the MPAA Scholarship fund.   

Your generosity and dedication to the Missouri Pro-
fessional Auctioneers Association is greatly            

appreciated. 

2017 MPAA Scholarship Recipients (L-R), Morgan Atterberry, McKenzie Bailey, and Hayden Oser.  Presenting the 
awarded $500.00 scholarship certificates is Hall of Fame member Roy Schroff.  Morgan is the daughter of Larry and 
Marla Atterberry Jr, McKenzie is the granddaughter of James and Norma Johnston, and Hayden is the grandson of 
George and Susan Frink.  Congratulations to all! 

 

2016 Advertising Contest Winners 
Sale Bill (Auction Flyer) Multi Color was awarded to Cates Auction & Realty, Co., INC. 

 
Newspaper Ad Multi Color was awarded to Atterberry Auction & Realty Co., LLC 
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Obtain your Auctioneer license in 5 days! 
 

Instructors have over 225 years experience 

Centrally located in Versailles, MO 

Fee:  $495, $100 deposit holds your spot 

$395 if  paid in full two months before school date 

www.MissouriAuctionPrepSchool.com 

877-378-5560 

                                      www.phil.gardner@att.net 
 

573-489-4012 

Call now to reserve your spot! 

3 Schools Per Year 

February 20-24, 2017 

June 19-23, 2017 

October 16-20, 2017 

Thank you MPAA Presidents! 

Thank you for a job well done!  Top left, Jeff 
Pittman presenting the traditional silver 
belt buckle to 2016 MPAA President Doug 
Vaughn.  Bottom Left, Doug Vaughn pre-
senting the traditional silver belt buckle to 
2015 MPAA President Rob Weiman. 
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Auctions Aren’t News…And Other Reasons the Media Isn’t Interested 

By: Trisha Brauer, CAI, BAS, MBA and 2017 NAA Board Candidate  

I am going to make a controversial statement for our industry: Auctions aren’t news. They are events but 
events are not automatically newsworthy.  

As marketing experts, we know that writing press releases are an important component of our marketing 
plans.  

Here are tips to get your story picked up (this is code for “do these”) 

1. Think like a reader: You don’t want to read lists of facts; you want news!  

2. Give a hook: One strong sentence can make or break your release. Provide a strong/interesting/
intriguing sentence in the first paragraph to make readers want to continue. 

3. Solve a problem: People love to have their problems solved. Explain how you can save someone 
time, make them more money or make their lives safer.  

4. Include a call to action: Remember that people need to be told the next step. 

5. Focus on news, not entertainment: Do not overuse adjectives, adverbs and fluff. Find the balance 
between facts and storytelling. 

Top 5 Media Mistakes (this is code for “don’t do these”) 

1. Pitching yourself/business/auction instead of a story: Find a unique fact, point of history or human inter-
est piece to be the center of focus for writing a release about an auction. 

2. Being long-winded: I am often guilty as charged here. Press releases should be 300-ish words. 

3. Making the pitch an advertisement: Make the story around your auction interesting enough that people 
will want to come. This tactic allows you to not make the release feel like it is just another advertisement 
for your auction. 

4. Not being helpful: Write in a media friendly manner which includes using bullets, quotes and putting the 
copy directly into an email (Attachments are like the adult version of free candy when you were a kid). 

Forgetting contact information: Make sure to include ONE of the following: phone number, email and web-
site. 
In conclusion, the bad news here is that it is up to the discretion of a media outlet whether to run a press 
release or not and we have little control over if the release makes it to the public. The good news is these 
tips will increase your odds of publishing your release.  

 

 

About the au-

thor: Trisha 

Brauer is a 

member of the 

NAA, an instruc-

tor for BAS Des-

ignation and a 

candidate for the 

Board of Direc-

tors 2017.  
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The Missouri Auctioneer  Official Pub.             
Published quarterly by the MPAA in              

January, April, July, October.                                                           
Please send CHANGE of ADDRESS                

four weeks in advance to:                                                                                          
MPAA 

c/o Diane Riley, Executive Director 

5403 St. Louis Rock Road 

Villa Ridge, MO  63089 

 The Missouri Auctioneer is the official pub-
lication of the Missouri Professional Auc-
tioneer’s Association, Inc.  Readers are invit-
ed to submit manuscripts which preferably 
would be limited to 1,000 words in length.  
The MPAA disclaims responsibility for state-
ments made or opinions expressed in articles 
appearing herein unless otherwise stated.                                                                                  
The Missouri Auctioneer advertising policy 
attempts to conform it’s advertising to busi-
ness endeavors.  The statements and material 
appearing in the advertisement are solely the 
responsibility of the advertiser.                                                                                   
The Missouri Auctioneer publication may 
refuse to accept any and all advertising it 
believes to be false, fictitious, or misleading.    
Advertising copy may be submitted to the 
editor.  Deadline is the 10th day of the month 
prior to publication.  For more information 
please contact the editor.  Any and all MPAA 
and MPAA auxiliary members are encour-
aged to send information on related news 
items that may be of interest.   

Change Service Requested 

Annual Newsletter  
Ad Rates 

Full page: $150 

2/3 page: $125 

Half page: $100 

1/3 page: $75 

1/4 page: $50 

1/6 page: $40 

1/8 page: $30 

Business Card: 4/$50 

Special Notice  

on Delivery of   

our Newsletters 
 

Our newsletters are emailed quarterly 
(except for the yearly conference is-
sue) to the email address we have on 
file when you joined or renewed your 
MPAA membership.   

If  you prefer to receive a mailed copy 
of  the newsletter, (rather than via 
email), please notify me by June 1, 
2017   
 

Diane Riley, MPAA Executive Director 

636-221-1534  

mpaaexecdirector@gmail.com 


